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Knocks Out Hunger event. This year,
volunteers plan on packing over 100,000
nonperishable meals for seniors and
food pantries throughout Bucks Coun-
ty.
I would also like to recognize other
worthy organizations that are vital
partners of Bucks Knocks Out Hunger,
including Rolling Harvest Food Rescue,
the Bucks County Opportunity Coun-
cil, and the newest addition, Fresh
Connect Bucks County, which will play
a vital role in providing fresh fruits
and vegetables to local families.

Mr. Speaker, by working together,
we can make sure that all of our chil-
dren and our families in our commu-
nities can have access to the resources
they need to succeed.

———

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION FAMILY
SEPARATION POLICY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. CROWLEY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
denounce and condemn the Trump ad-
ministration’s heartless and inhumane
policy of separating immigrant chil-
dren from their mothers and their par-
ents at our borders. Americans across
the Nation are horrified by the actions
undertaken to separate and punish
children seeking safety and refuge here
in the United States.

This isn’t about politics. This is
about basic humanity. This is not who
we are as a people.

Or I ask the President: Is it? Is this
whom we have become?

And let’s be honest about what is
really happening. This administration
is terrorizing children and persecuting
families who are fleeing for their lives,
families that are not sneaking into the
United States but surrendering will-
ingly, surrendering and seeking out
border agents and asking for asylum,
not committing a crime or an offense
against the American people, simply
asking for asylum, fearing for their
lives and for the safety of their chil-
dren.

Is asking for asylum a criminal act?
Since when has asking for asylum be-
come a criminal act?

It is not just against American val-
ues. It is against any principles of com-
mon decency.

And the White House knows that
what it is doing is wrong. White House
Chief of Staff John Kelly said, in early
May, that taking children away from
their families *“ . . . would be a tough
deterrent.”

Let me respond to that. Hurting chil-
dren isn’t tough. It is an abomination,
and it will create lifelong consequences
for those children. It will also leave an
indelible mark against us as a people.
They fled violence and terror in hopes
that America would protect them and
give them a fair shot, and I can under-
stand why they would think that.

After World War II, when tens of mil-
lions of people fled their homes, the
United States began helping to draft
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the Refugee Convention that created
laws and policies to protect those flee-
ing from persecution. The foundation
of that convention is not turning peo-
ple away at the borders but, instead,
giving them a full chance for an asy-
lum claim. This started under then-
President Roosevelt and came into full
force under then-President Harry Tru-
man.

Now, Donald Trump, Jeff Sessions,
and Kirstjen Nielsen are running their
policy into the ground. Who do they
think they are to do this? Who are they
to make children suffer? Who are they
to punish children when their parents
are simply trying to save their lives?

For centuries, America has been a
beacon for those fleeing violence and
oppression and poverty. The symbol of
our Nation that welcomed millions, the
Statue of Liberty, has engraved on it
Emma Lazarus’ famous poem:

Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe
free.

No one is more deserving of a chance
to breathe free than a child and a fam-
ily fleeing from violence.

Agents of the TU.S. Government
should not be ripping 18-month-old ba-
bies from the arms of their mothers.
Instead, we should help to address the
situation that led them to flee from
their home in the first place. We should
keep families together while their
cases are considered for asylum, and we
should immediately end this zero-toler-
ance policy.

So I strongly urge the Trump admin-
istration to immediately end this dis-
gusting stain on America’s human
rights record. I condemn this policy.
Put an end to this heinous family sepa-
ration policy. Stop taking babies from
their mothers.

This isn’t America. We are better
than this.

———
AMERICA IS WINNING AGAIN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. KELLY) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, America is winning again.
Earlier this week marked the 500th day
of the Trump-Pence administration.

Last Friday’s new jobs report by the
Department of Labor was a reminder of
just how positive these first 500 days of
the Trump administration have been
for America. This is not just good
news; this is great news for all Ameri-
cans.

A New York Times headline pro-
claimed: “We Ran Out of Words to De-
scribe How Good the Jobs Numbers
Are.”

According to CNBC, the headline
was: ‘‘There are more jobs than people
out of work, something the American
economy has never experienced be-
fore.”

The front page of the New York Post
was more succinct. It said: “We’re in
the Money.”
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Here are just a few snapshots:

The national unemployment rate,
down to just 3.8 percent, is now match-
ing its lowest rate since 1969;

More than 1 million new jobs have
been created since President Trump
signed the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act in
December;

More than 3.4 million new jobs have
been created since the President took
office, including 322,000 new jobs in
manufacturing;

More than 6.6 million job openings
now exist throughout the TUnited
States. This is an all-time high.

In that same New York Post edition,
let me read to you some stats that I
think are just outstanding. Let’s look
at unemployment in 2010 versus 2018,
look at it by gender and by race.

In 2010, 9.6 percent of men were on
unemployment; in 2018, 3.5 percent.

In 2010, 8.6 percent of women were un-
employed; today, 3.3 percent.

For Blacks, in 2010, 16.6 percent were
unemployed; today, 5.9 percent are un-
employed.

Hispanics, in 2010, 12.9 percent were
unemployed; today, 4.9 percent.

For Asian Americans, in 2010, 8.6 per-
cent were unemployed; today, 2.1 per-
cent.

By age, in the 16 to 19 category, in
2010, 26.2 percent were unemployed;
today, in 2018, 12.8 percent.

In the 20 to 24 range, in 2010, 17.2 per-
cent were unemployed; today, 7.1 per-
cent.

In the 25 to 54 range, 8.9 percent in
2010 were unemployed; today, 3.1 per-
cent.

And if it is 55 and older that you are
looking at, in 2010, 7.4 percent were un-
employed; today, 2.8 percent.

Wages for American workers have
also steadily grown almost 3 percent
over the past year, and they continue
to climb.

Furthermore, according to the IMD
World Competitiveness Center’s 2018
ranking, the United States has already
overtaken Hong Kong as the number
one most competitive economy in the
world, ‘. . . thanks to faster economic
growth and a supportive atmosphere
for scientific and technological innova-
tion.”

According to the International En-
ergy Agency, the United States will be
the world’s largest oil producer by 2023.

None of this good news was inevi-
table. None of our country’s economic
momentum 1is accidental. Nothing
about this historically strong economy
and its benefits for every single Amer-
ican are guaranteed to be permanent.
All of this great news was made pos-
sible by the conservative progrowth
policies of this administration and this
Congress: from lowering taxes to cut-
ting red tape, to expanding energy pro-
duction.

As we embark on the next 500 days of
this Presidency, the facts cannot be de-
nied both at home and abroad: America
is winning again.

Mr. Speaker, I think that sometimes
when you sit and listen to the talk on
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